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wearing the "dunce's cap" (see p. 277), and other forms of
punishment and disgrace, teachers endeavored to interest
the pupils and use more kindly methods of correction.
The classroom gradually came to be regarded more nearly
as containing a group of friends or a family, as had been
urged by Pestalozzi (see p. 298), but as yet little attempt
was made to recognize individual differences in the treat-
ment of pupils.
Expansion of teacher training. — The quality of teach-
ing in the common schools was likewise greatly advanced
during this period through the development of institu-
tions for the special purpose of training teachers. In
New York such a function was at first assumed by the
academies as part of their work (see p. 284), but it was
considered purely an incidental matter with them and
not given serious attention until the Board of Regents
began to urge state aid for the training of teachers. To
this end a small subsidy was granted by the legislature
in 1827, and seven years later a law was parsed distribut-
ing $3200 in aid of teacher education to eight academies,
one in each senatorial district of the state. After that the
courses for the education of teachers generally caine to
include a few pedagogical subjects, as well as a review of
common branches and some advanced studies, but even
• then the training afforded could scarcely be considered
professional.
A similar type of teacher preparation was being de-
veloped about the same time in the academies of New
England and other states, but the situation was far from
satisfactory. The creation of a special school for the
purpose was clearly needed. Such an institution was
frequently recommended in the articles of reformers and
the messages of governors, and eventually "normal

